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Before you go out for a photo walk, review this short guide on everything
you should consider to help you get the very best out of the experience.
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Shoot Thematically 
3+ Composition Rule
Recompose
Stand Still
Meet People
Don't Overthink
Work With Respect
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1Get in the habit of shooting thematically to
introduce a more structured approach to the way
you work. This process will help to strengthen your
discipline, keep you thinking about making good
photographs, hone your voice as a photographer,
and will allow you to get closer to building a
cohesive body of work. 

Themes worth exploring: 
Abstracts
Portraits
Landscape
People & Places 
Public Events
Black & White / Color Study
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2 Images with 3 or more punctuating elements in
the frame make for a dynamic and compelling
photograph. When you compose, make sure
there are at least 3 elements in the frame to
elevate the photograph to a higher standard. 

Punctuating elements vary but they always
serve to give form, depth, layer, movement,
context, and range to an image.
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3 Expose, shoot, recompose, and repeat.
Why? The first shot of a scene isn't always
the best shot. More often than not, you will
have to be patient and work the scene from
various angles and perspectives, in a
different orientation with respect to the
light etc., before you get that perfect
image you're looking for. 

Take your time while finding the
composition that best suits you.
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4 Not finding anything interesting to photograph?
Just find an interesting scene with great light
quality and... stand still. Anywhere between 5 to
60 minutes. By doing this, you immerse yourself
within the atmosphere of the place you're in, you
let the action come to where you are, and you
train yourself to see better and shoot less by
painstakingly surveying one scenery.
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5 Photography should be a fun experience. It's not
an examination, it's your hobby, your passion,
your gateway to building meaningful connections
with people and their stories. Treat it as such.
Have fun and get to meet people in the process.
You'll be surprised to find the very intriguing
people that it brings into your life. 

For introverts, this is your ice-breaker, use it.
Introduce yourself, share what you're working
on, get the permission to photograph, and
gather necessary information so you can share
your beautiful work with the people you meet. 
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6 Think about the ideas and themes you're
exploring, the compositional elements that
make for a good photograph, your demeanor
and how you present yourself to the public. 
But don't overthink anything. 

Don't overthink what people will say or do, or if
you should take a photo or not. Overthinking will
only make sure that you are not in the right
state of mind to make noteworthy images that
can make an impact on how we view the world. 

Think...and then let go and shoot. You are
doing something remarkable. 
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7 Most of all, show respect to people and treat them
with the same amount of decency that you'd want
to be treated with. Good work is rewarding when
the process it takes to make it is just as good. 

Respect people's privacy and demands if and
when they verbally oppose to being photographed
or recorded. 

That said, do remember your legal rights as a
photographer working on the streets.

artisansandtrade.com

W
or

k 
W

ith
 R

es
pe

ct

You have the right to photograph in public
spaces without the consent of the subjects.
Just use your best judgement and brush up on
the fine details of your rights as a photographer.
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If people knew what you were doing—that
you are trying to make sense out of all this,
that you're trying to show people our lives so
that they may learn about their lives—they
would hug you, they would love you for it.”
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“ — JOHN FREE
Photographer
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artisansandtrade.com/pod/john-free

artisansandtrade.com/pod/how-to-
price-photo-projects

artisansandtrade.com/pod/susannah-ray

artisansandtrade.com/pod/eric-kim artisansandtrade.com/pod/how-to-
develop-longterm-photo-projects

artisansandtrade.com/pod/how-to-create-
striking-portraits-and-headshots

artisansandtrade.com/pod/carving-
out-an-iconic-career

Want to learn more about photography? Try these podcast episodes!

artisansandtrade.com/pod/daniel-milnor artisansandtrade.com/pod/julian-kingma artisansandtrade.com/pod/how-to-pitch-
and-sell-photo-stories



Enjoy your
photo walk! 
If you found this helpful, then you'll love the
library of resources we're putting together
for emerging creatives in the arts, business,
culture, design, and entertainment fields.
Subscribe to the podcast and learn
something new in your field! 
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Support Artisans & Trade

artisansandtrade.com SUBSCRIBE artisansandtrade.com/contact DONATE

Getting value from the content we are
creating and sharing? Please consider
making a donation through the link below.
Your support allows us to produce more
transformational podcasts and develop more
learning opportunities for emerging creatives


